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NEW YORK 




THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT -VVERSI Y 



OF NEW ' OO ALBANY N.Y 122 



Curriculum and Instruction - Room 681, EBA - (518) 4745932 



July 1, 1996 



Ms. Joan Davidson 
Tyne Road 
Becket, MA 01223 

Dear Ms. Davidson: 

Thank you for your letter dated June 24, 1996 and the 

publication, My Block and Beyond to Commissioner Mills. The 
Commissioner has requested that I respond to your letter. 

As you are aware, New York State is implementing Learning 
Standards in every discipline for all children. The publication 
focuses upon interdisciplinary learning in the Visual Arts and 
English Language Arts. This is very timely and helpful as we begin 
to develop interdisciplinary connections across the learning 
standards . 

Congratulations to you and your third grade students for 
documenting an outstanding and thoughtful process which contributes 
to our vision on how students learn. Lloyd Garrison Elementary 
School-P . S . 31 in the Bronx is to be commended for supporting your 
project. The third grade students are the benefactors of a quality 
educational program. You have modeled how the Visual Arts and 
English Language Arts Learning Standards can be linked together 
through interdisciplinary learning and assessment practices. 

With your permission, the Department would like to share the 
publication My Block and Beyond with educators as we continue our 
work on developing exemplary examples of learning and assessment. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Dear Reader, 

THE PURPOSE of this document is to demonstrate how drawing affects writing and how 
writing affects drawing and how both affect the thinking process of students. 

THE STUDENT ARTISTS whose work appears in this document are members of a 
third grade “Elementary Special Progress” program at P.S. 31, a New York City public school in 
the south Bronx. The students were selected for the ESP program on the basis of their prior 
performance in reading and mathematics and their identified potential for achievement. It is 
important to note that more than half of the students who distinguished themselves as “image 
makers” were not in the top reading group of the class. Work was selected for this document based 
on the clarity of the changes in the student’s drawing and/or writing over time. 

THE STUDENT WORK IS ORGANIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

-Miniature versions of one student’s images and writing on one or two pages for easy 
comparison 

- Original drawings reduced 65% along with the writing appropriate to the image. This 
version gives the reader an opportunity to see the details included in each of the 
drawings and demonstrates the thinking of the student. 

- All of one student’s writing and peer writing about their work and their writing about 

another student’s work. This is to clarify the thinking process of the students in terms of 
their writing. — — 

MANY THANKS id Carol Fata, Classroom Teacher, Helene Crawford, Assistant Principal 
and Carol Russo, Principal, for their interest, support and encouragement of this study. 




Art Teacher, P.S. 31 Bronx 
President/Chairperson, 

New York City Art Teachers Association/United Federation of Teachers 
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THE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT DESIGN 



GOAL: To expand the thinking of students so that they could invent, acquire and/or develop 
graphic and written techniques to communicate their ideas. 

HYPOTHESIS: Since drawing done in conjunction with writing necessitates students to cb 
something with their knowledge, the creation of a series of drawings and writing, such as those 
included here, and an analysis of them would provide a method to assess student’s thinking and 
learning. It was further hypothesized that the activity of doing the drawing and writing and the 
process of relating the two modes of expression would motivate students to do their very best. 

THE NEW YORK STATE AND CITY VISUAL ART STANDARDS were used as a 
framework for the design along with their corresponding performance indicators. 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS and EVIDENCE includes the series of drawing and writing, student 
responses on reflection questionnaires and interviews with small groups and individual students. 

In addition to these performance activities the series of drawings and writing were analyzed 
holistically by the author. Simply by looking at or reading them as a unit, changes were visible. 
However, in-depth examination using specific categories, revealed the thinking and concerns of 
students as well as their graphic and writing techniques. The drawing categories used are based on 
those identified by Victor Lowenfeld and Lambert Brittain 1 , experts in the study of the 
developmental graphic characteristics seen in children’s drawing, as welLas on research for my 
doctoral study, “A Comparison of the Graphic Characteristics Observed in the Drawings of Children 
from a Non-Technological Society (a mountain tribe in the Philippines) Compared with the 
Drawings of Children from a Technological Society (a public junior high school in New York City). 
The writing categories are based on work by Donald Graves 2 . A change in one the categories 
indicates the student is thinking about the subject differently and/or experimenting with graphic or 
written ways to give form to the idea. How successful the student is in terms of communicating the 
idea is determined by comparing the work to the student’s previous work and/or by the response of 
the student, peers and/or staff. 



1 Victor Lowenfeld and W. Lambert Brittain, CREATIVE AND MENTAL GROWTH, Fourth edition, The Macmillan 
Company, New York, 1966, pages 138-163. “The Achievement of a Form Concept: The Schematic Stage, Seven to 
Nine Years” 

2 Donald Graves, WRITING: TEACHERS & CHILDREN AT WORK, Heinemann Educational Books, Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, 1 983 
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